
Emmaus Way Church 
Liturgy of Ministerial Commitment 
 
“By my vows I desire to get rid of everything that I can get rid of by any official act, so as to dispose myself 
for getting rid of all the other attachments that are harder to escape because not even vows can sever them.” 
– Thomas Merton, The Sign of Jonas 
 
Vows of the Entrants and Community 
As those gathered in the name of Christ, we commit to the following principles: 
 

To imitate Christ in thought, word, deed and affection.  
 
To simplify our lives through seeking sustainability in the use of our time, resources, and 
environment. 
 
To engage missionally in Durham and our larger communities as a redemptive presence and in 
faithful service.  
 
To foster proximity and mutuality amongst our fellow ministers and to work toward diversity and 
reconciliation in this community.  
  
To encourage one another in love through truthful speech, support, and prayer. 
 
To cultivate the disciplines of: continual prayer; consistent and collective study of the word of God 
as found in the Holy Scriptures; participation in the daily life of the community; spiritual 
discernment; and authentic dialogue. 

 
 
Call to the Ministers 
It will be your task to proclaim by word and deed the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to fashion your life in 
accordance with its precepts.  You are to love and serve the people among whom you work, caring alike for 
young and old, strong and weak, rich and poor.  You are to proclaim the gospel, to declare God’s forgiveness 
to penitent sinners, to pronounce God’s blessing, to share in the celebration of the mysteries of Christ’s Body 
and Blood, and to perform the other tasks of the gospel entrusted to you. In all that you do, you are to nourish 
Christ’s people from the riches of his grace, and strengthen them to glorify God in this life and in the life to 
come. 
 
 
Call to the Entrants 
My brothers and sisters, do you believe that you are truly called by God and his Church to this community of 
ministers? 

I believe I am so called. 
 
Do you now in the presence of the Church commit yourself to this trust and responsibility? 

I do. 
 
Will you be diligent in the reading and study of the Holy Scriptures, and in seeking the knowledge of such 
things as may make you a stronger and more able minister of Christ? 

I will. 
 
Will you undertake to be a faithful minister to all whom you are called to serve, laboring together with them 
and with your fellow ministers to build up the family of God? 

I will. 
 
Will you do your best to pattern your life, partaking in the life of the community, in accordance with the 
teachings of Christ? 

I will. 
 
Will you persevere in prayer, both in public and in private, asking God’s grace, both for yourself and for 
others, offering all your labors to God, through the mediation of Jesus Christ, and in the sanctification of the 
Holy Spirit? 

I will. 
 
May the Lord who has given you the will to do these things give you the grace and power to perform them. 

Amen. 



Welcoming the New Ministers 
Let’s welcome them. 

We receive you into this fellowship. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, 
and share with us in his eternal priesthood. We promise to encourage and support you in truth as a 
fellow minister in this community, binding our lives to yours that we may make known to the world 
the gospel of Christ through our love for one another. Welcome in the name of Christ. 

 
 
Prayer for the New Ministers 
May they exalt you, O Lord, in the midst of your people; offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to you; boldly 
proclaim the gospel of salvation; and rightly administer the sacraments of the New Covenant.  Make her/him a 
faithful minister, a patient teacher, and a wise councilor.  Grant that in all things they may serve without 
reproach, so that your people may be strengthened and your Name glorified in all the world.  All this we ask 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. 

(The people in a loud voice respond) Amen.  
 

(The new ministers then say to the congregation) The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
(The people respond) And also with you. 

 


